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Reason

THE PROBLEM WITH EVIL.
LUKE 18:18-19
OTHER SCRIPTURE REFERENCES: 
PROVERBS 16:4, ISAIAH 45:6-7, ROMANS 9:22-23, 
1 JOHN 4:16, HABAKKUK 1:13

IS GOD 
GOOD?

If God is all-knowing and all-good then evil cannot exist. 
Evil does exist. 
Therefore, God does not exist.

THE ARGUMENT:

There are many theories (too many to list) on the “problem 
of evil” that try to explain how and why God allowed evil to 
exist.  The fact is that evil does exist and we must be able to 
give an answer to people that ask questions.  

Remember that the atheist is a “moral relativist” so the prob-
lem of evil actually becomes their problem as philosophical 
atheists and not your problem as a Christian theist.  If “no 
ultimate foundation for ethics exist” then it is not up to you 
to prove that evil is problematic but rather to point out that 
if there are no moral laws then the atheist need not be both-
ered by evil in the fi rst place. 

The true atheist, by defi nition, cannot have a problem with 
rape, murder, robbery, etc.  Sadly we see these things actu-
ally starting to be promoted by extreme groups and protect-
ed by governments.  University of Texas professor Thomas 
A. Hubbard advocates the legalization of child rape.  He is 
getting government funds to “research” how boys sleeping 
with older men is not just okay but should be encouraged.
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MORAL LAW IMPLIES A MORAL LAWGIVER

THEREFORE, A MORAL LAWGIVER EXISTS (GOD)
(ROMANS 2:14-15)

THERE IS A MORAL LAW

ANOTHER WAY TO PHRASE IT IS THIS:
IF GOD DOES NOT EXIST, OBJECTIVE MORAL 
VALUES AND DUTIES DO NOT EXIST. OBJECTIVE 
MORAL VALUES AND DUTIES DO EXIST THERE-
FORE, GOD EXISTS.

THE MORAL 
ARGUMENT 
STATES:

Provide Evidence:
a. To deny absolutes is self-defeating
b. Does the moral relativist “value” his right to hold   
 his opinion?  Does he think that everyone should  
 have that freedom or right or just himself?
c. Why are governmental laws of morality similar or   
 identical if there are no moral absolutes?
d. Ask the relativist if he thinks torturing babies for   
 fun, murder, and rape is right for all people
e. Even if they deny morals with their words, they   
 affi rm them with their actions.  They expect to be  
 treated with dignity, respect, courtesy, and fairness  
 by all.
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GENERAL 
THEORIES 
OF GOD’S 
RELATIONSHIP 
TO EVIL.
No extra-mental reality of evil.  Evil is defi ned in 
terms of imbalance, error of the mind, or altogether 
illusionary.

Parmenides, Zeno, Mary Baker Eddy, Some forms of 
Buddhism, Hinduism

Response:  Denying the reality of evil does not 
eliminate the presence of evil in the same way that 
denying the existence of gravity does not mean you 
will fl oat if you jump off a building.

Acknowledges the reality of evil in the world.  In 
Zoroastrianism it is understood in terms of an eternal 
never-ending cosmic struggle between the good 
(Ahura Mazda) and the evil (Angra-Mainyu).

Zoroastrianism, Manichaenism

Response:  The theistic God is sovereign over evil and 
is in no way hamstrung by the process of evil in the 
fi nite world.

ILLUSIONISM (NO SUCH THING AS EVIL)

DUALISM (GOD IS INCAPABLE OF DEALING WITH EVIL)



Reason

Maintains that evil is real and that God had no other 
option to His creative potential.  Since God is a 
necessary being, His creation (our world) necessarily 
issues from the same way ripples in a pond necessarily 
fl ow outward from a central point of contact.

Plotinus, Benedict De Spinoza

Response:  Free will exists and we are responsible for 
how we use that free will. (for evil or for good)

Asserts that evil is real.  Because God is limited 
in power and/or goodness He therefore cannot 
overcome it.

William James, John Stuart Mill, Charles Hartshorne

Response:  Many Scriptures discuss God’s infi nite 
power and His hatred of evil.  

Evil is real, God created the world freely along with 
creatures who possess freedom (self-determination). 
However, God did not/cannot know future contingent 
events; therefore, it is impossible for God to know 
how free creatures would use their freedom.  Since 
God controls all things that are not free, it would be 
impossible to control evil, which springs from human 
freedom.

Openness Theology, Isaak August Dorner, Richard 
Rice, Clark Pinnock, Thomas Jay Oord
  
Response:  God is not in time, He sees everything now 
and allows us free will in spite of seeing our choices.

DETERMINISM (GOD IS ULTIMATELY RESPONSIBLE FOR  
       PERFORMING EVIL ACTS)

FINITISM (GOD IS POWERLESS TO STOP EVIL)

IMPOSSIBILISM (GOD’S KNOWLEDGE AND SOVER   
          EIGNTY ARE LIMITED TO MY CHOICE)
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Though this view is rare, evil is viewed as real.  God in 
some way enjoys the privation, pain, and suffering of 
His creatures.

Perhaps held by emotionally scarred or disgruntled 
individuals

Response:  God loves His children and is not willing 
that any should perish.  He does not take pleasure in 
our pain and suffering.  

Asserts that evil is a real lack, corruption, or privation 
in good substances.  Though Christ has defeated evil 
judicially, God, as an omnipotent and omnibenevolent 
being, can and will in the future defeat evil practically. 

St. Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Classical Theism

MALEVOLENT (GOD TAKES PLEASURE IN EVIL)

REALISM

5 QUESTIONS 
REGARDING EVIL
Source: If God can create only good and perfect 
things, how then can evil come from what is totally 
perfect and good, whether it be from God or His 
created order?

Answer: Although it is true that God initially created 
everything good, one of the faculties God created in 
man was the ability to freely choose.  Therefore, evil 
resulted as a byproduct of man’s freedom.  As such, 
God is an indirect cause of evil since He created man 
only with the potential of evil.  However, the immediate 
cause of evil is mankind, who chose to sin.
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Substance/Nature: If God directly created every 
spiritual and material substance, and evil is either 
spiritual or material, then God created evil.  Therefore, 
God is to blame for all evil.

Answer: Although God created all spiritual and 
material substances, it has yet to be demonstrated 
that evil is a “substance” possessing materiality or 
form (nature) like those found in humans or angels.  
More precisely, according to Augustine, evil is a lack, 
absence or corruption of what ought to be present in 
good substances.  Therefore, evil has no existence in 
itself, but exists similar to a parasite in a good host. (On 
the Morals of the Manichaeans 5.7)

Longevity: The existence of an all-powerful and all-
good God appears to be at odds with the persistence 
of evil.  The fact that evil remains active in the world is 
an indicator that God cannot or will not destroy evil. 

Answer: Since God possesses all power and 
goodness, He will defeat evil in the future.  Simply 
because evil is not eradicated today does not 
necessarily mean it will not one day be overcome.  
God did defeat evil positionally through Christ and will 
defeat evil practically at His second coming.  

God’s Will: Since God determines all things, He must 
will all things, including evil.  But if He wills evil, God 
must be evil.  Alternatively, if God does not determine 
all things, including evil, He is not in control of the 
universe.  Therefore, God wills evil. 

Answer: According to Aquinas, God can will things 
in at least two ways.  First, He can will that some 
things occur necessarily (no Choice), such as His own 
existence.  Second, other things He wills to occur 
conditionally (by free choice), such as our actions, 
whether evil or good.  Thus it is man who should be 
praised or blamed and held responsible for the effects 
that fl ow from his choices.  In addition, God does not 
will evil to occur or not to occur, rather God only wills to 
permit evil to occur.  (Summa Theologica 1.19.8-9) 
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Avoidance: God appears to be sadistic since He 
knew omnisciently that evil would enter the world.  
God could have created a world in which it would 
be impossible for evil to fl ourish or abstained from 
creating a world altogether.  Since He did not abstain 
implies either that God does not have all knowledge 
or that He lacks providential control of the world.

Answer: God created the best world in which to 
achieve His ultimate goals.  This world includes 
creatures with freedom, which makes meaningful our 
love, actions, and salvation.  However, with freedom 
there is an inherent potential for evil (just as there is 
the possibility of drowning when waterskiing).  God 
could’ve created a world without freedom.  However, 
the problem of meaningful choice and its relationship 
to responsibility emerges.  To assert that somehow if 
God abstained from creating a world is better than a 
world where evil is present is reductionistic and seems 
to imply nothing is better than something.  God can 
have full providential control of the world because He 
knew evil would occur. 
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SO WHAT?
No matter how we slice it and whether we like it or not, 
evil is real and it is all around us.  What we do in re-
sponse to that evil is simple: Press In To God.

He will bring us through all of our trials and tribu-
lations because He is able to do that.  He is power-
ful and capable of seeing us through the hardest of 
things.  If He doesn’t the worst that can happen is 
death and He sees us through that too if we believe 
in Him as our personal Savior.  Even if death is what 
comes of our trials, He will see us on the other side!

We believe that God is good and so, even when we 
can’t see it, that doesn’t mean He isn’t grieving with us.  
This world is broken and dark and we are to spread 
the light of our Savior so that people can see hope 
and life, even in the darkness!


