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The universe had a start - what caused it?

Scientists are convinced that our universe began with 
one enormous explosion of energy and light, which 
we now call the Big Bang. This was the singular start to 
everything that exists: the beginning of the universe, 
the start of space, and even the initial start of time it-
self.

Astrophysicist Robert Jastrow, a self-described agnos-
tic, stated, “The seed of everything that has happened 
in the Universe was planted in that fi rst instant; every 
star, every planet and every living creature in the Uni-
verse came into being as a result of events that were 
set in motion in the moment of the cosmic explosion...
The Universe fl ashed into being, and we cannot fi nd 
out what caused that to happen.”9

Steven Weinberg, a Nobel laureate in Physics, said at 
the moment of this explosion, “the universe was about 
a hundred thousands million degrees Centigrade...
and the universe was fi lled with light.”10
The universe has not always existed. It had a start...
what caused that? Scientists have no explanation for 
the sudden explosion of light and matter.

ACTS 17:16-34

DOES 
GOD 
EXIST?



Reason

In February 2009 a group of scientists gathered at Chi-
cago’s Fermilab to conduct experiments to discover 
the “God particle.”

Also known as the Higgs boson, physicists believe that 
the God particle is a special subatomic particle that 
“allows all other particles in the universe” to bond to-
gether and have mass. In short, they are searching for 
the matter that keeps all other matter from becoming 
anti-matter.

All atoms consist of protons, electrons, and neutrons. 
Beyond that, seventeen subatomic particles have been 
discovered [six uncharged leptons, six charged quarks 
and fi ve force-carrying bosons].

They believe that by smashing these particles into 
each other they can replicate the supposed “Big 
Bang.” What they can’t understand is how matter 
comes together and maintains its integrity. They the-
orize that the “God particle” is a charged particle 
that pulls matter together. They admit, however, that 
should they prove that the Higgs boson does not exist, 
they will have to create a new theory to explain “how 
atoms congeal into matter.”

The spokesman for Fermilab, a physicist, assessed 
their progress with an ongoing question from his 
mother, “Have you found God yet?” The answer is sim-
ply, no. Maybe they’re looking in the wrong place. [Pa-
rade, “The Race for the Secret of the Universe,” July 26, 
2009, 4]

Unfortunately, many have yet to fi nd God. Some are 
even unsure if He is out there to be found. This, of 
course, is not a new development. 

GOD PARTICLE
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The Apostle Paul encountered the same confusion and 
uncertainty when he walked among the idols at Mars 
Hill in Athens. As he walked across the hill, he passed 
a vacant altar [Acts 17:23] with the inscription, “To the 
unknown God.”

That monument illustrates humanity’s quest to answer 
the question, “Does God exist?”

THE CHOICES 
BEFORE US
In short, there are only three possible answers to the 
question.

The atheist considers all concepts of god just human 
inventions. See 17:29 - Paul contrasts the true God 
against anything conceived or created by man.

These two philosophies believed that if a god or gods 
do exist, the deities were impersonal and removed 
from human experience. Humans, according to them, 
could not know the gods and the gods were not overly 
concerned with humans.

THE ATHEIST SAYS, “NO” 
 – ACTS 17:16, 29 “IDOLS”

 THE AGNOSTIC SAYS, “MAYBE”
 - 17:18A “EPICUREANS AND STOICS”
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THE 
CONSEQUENCES 
OF BELIEF
Francis Schaffer said, “Ideas have consequences.” And 
no concept or thought has the signifi cance of the ex-
istence of God.

The answer to this question will affect our understand-
ing of other signifi cance issues. From prehistoric times, 
the idea of God has existed in the mind of humanity. 
Perhaps that’s because, as author Bob Hostetler points 
out, “The idea of a Supreme Being who made the 
world makes sense. The concept of God is what scien-
tists call a highly convenient hypothesis.”

Paul declared with authority and certainty that God is 
real and that He has invaded human existence to re-
deem fallen humanity by His Son, Jesus.

But is this just an academic exercise? What difference 
does one’s view of God’s reality matter?

THE ADVOCATE SAYS, “YES” 
 – ACTS 17:17 “HE REASONED”

ACTS 17:30-31
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THEY ALWAYS SUBSTITUTE 

SOMETHING ELSE.
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See 17:31. Luke wrote that God “has set a day” for 
judgment.

What’s more, our answer will determine our belief 
about a host of other signifi cance questions

When Paul said God “commands,” [Acts 17:30] he in-
dicated that God has established rules for us to follow. 
In essence, God tells us what behaviors are right and 
wrong for us.

People will worship any “idol” [Acts 17:16]. At some 
point we must ask about the validity of our objects of 
worship.

Ideas do have consequence. And the absence of the 
knowledge of God has serious consequences.

 ETERNITY: IS THERE LIFE AFTER DEATH? IS THERE 
A HEAVEN AND A HELL?

MORALITY: WHAT IS RIGHT AND WRONG?

RELIGION: WHICH RELIGION IS RIGHT?
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THE CONCEPT OF GOD 
FITS - AS IF OUR MINDS 
HAVE A FEEL FOR GOD. 
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THE CASE FOR 
THE EXISTENCE 
OF GOD
Someone might ask, “Is there any proof or why would 
we believe in God?”

The Bible never attempts to prove the existence of 
God.
From the very fi rst verse [Genesis 1:1]; God is 
presented as a reality.

1. The concept of God [The Ontological argument - 
see Act 17:22-23]
Why do the vast majority of cultures have a concept 
of God and morality? How do we account for the in-
herent knowledge of God? Some have suggested that 
this vast knowledge of God is due to a “God-shaped 
vacuum” in the human heart. The Apostle Paul would 
say that this is true because God as revealed Himself 
to us [Romans 2:18-22]

2. The origin of Matter [The Cosmological argument – 
see Acts 17:24]
One absolute scientifi c reality is that everything comes 
from something. Charles Ryrie writes, “If something 
now exists [the cosmos] then it either came from noth-
ing or it came from something that pre-existed.” [“Ba-
sic Theology,” Ryrie, 29] Maybe a picture can clarify 
this argument.

ONE BIBLICAL OBSERVATION

FOUR EXTRA-BIBLICAL ARGUMENTS FOR GOD’S 
EXISTENCE
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3. The evidence of design [The Teleological argument - 
see Acts 17:24]
Our world is full of complexity. And within that com-
plexity we fi nd incredible order. Logic tells us that or-
der and design in the universe point us to a designer. 
Ryrie adds, “Random action could never have pro-
duced the highly integrated organization which we ob-
serve in the world.” [31]

Consider a pack of toothpicks. They lay in order within 
the box. Suppose I place a fi recracker in the box and 
set it off. What is the probability that that explosion will 
create a toothpick bridge? ZERO! Order does not re-
sult from chaos. Instead, design points to a designer.

CAUSE

OPTION 1
OPTION 2

EFFECT

Which of those two options requires more faith? If we 
use observable science as our standard of proof then 
we must conclude that everything we see in the natural 
world indicates that everything has an antecedent.

GOD IS THE 
ULTIMATE 

SOMETHING 
THAT PRECEDES 

EVERYTHING.
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4. The uniqueness of humans [The Anthropological ar-
gument - see Acts 17:28-29]
Humans differ from the whole of creation in that we 
possess intellect, moral judgment, self-awareness and 
the knowledge of God. How can we honestly explain 
the differences without acknowledging a God of like 
being? Consider our moral conscience. Animals don’t 
have a moral objection to stealing or killing. We do. 

Those are philosophical arguments, but is there any 
concrete proof that: 

 1. God exists, 

 2. The God of the Bible is the real God, and 

 3. Jesus is truly the Son of God? ABSOLUTELY.

The resurrection validates and proves the existence of 
God as revealed in the Scriptures. Ultimately, Christi-
anity rises or falls on the reality of the resurrection.

In April 2002, the well-respected Oxford Universi-
ty philosophy professor Richard Swinburne used 
a broadly accepted probability theory known as 
BAYES’S THEOREM to defend the truth of Christ’s res-
urrection. He did this at a high-profi le gathering of phi-
losophy professors at Yale University.

ONE INDISPUTABLE HISTORICAL EVIDENCE: THE 
RESURRECTION OF CHRIST – ACTS 17:313
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CONCLUSION
These are just a few of the arguments one must con-
sider with regard to God’s existence. As I refl ect back 
on my days in Bible College – and the intense few 
weeks of study, thought, and dialogue – I came to the 
place where I could not deny the evidence for the ex-
istence of God. What about you?

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” Psalm 
53:1

For someone dead for 36 hours to come to life again 
is, according to the laws of nature, extremely improb-
able.” Swinburne then used Bayes’ Theorem to assign 
values to things like the probability of God being real, 
Jesus’ behavior during his lifetime, and the quality of 
witness testimony after Jesus’ death. Then he plugged 
the numbers into a probability formula and added 
everything up. The result was a 97 percent probability 
that the resurrection really happened. [Emily Eakin, “So 
God’s Really in the Details?” The New York Times, May 
11, 2002]


